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Malaysia 


Money over heritage: Sakyamuni eviction 
threatens natural treasure, says 
preservationist 


Cement giant APMC's actions show misplaced priorities, says Law Siak Hong 
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The Sakyamuni Cave Monastery is a Buddhist temple located along the foothills of Gunung 
Kanthan in Perak, which is half a billion years old. — Kinta Valley Sakyamuni Caves 
Monastery Facebook pic, June 1, 2021 
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KUALA LUMPUR - The eviction of monks at the Sakyamuni Cave Monastery by cement 
giant APMC is a clear example of how money is more important than religious and spiritual 
heritage, said Law Siak Hong, former Perak Heritage Society president. 


The Sakyamuni Cave Monastery is a Buddhist temple located along the foothills of Gunung 
Kanthan in Perak, which is half a billion years old. 


It is facing eviction due to an Order 89 application filed by Associated Pan Malaysia Cement 
Bhd (APMC). 


An Order 89 application allows a landowner to evict trespassers with a court order. 


Speaking to The Vibes, Law Siak Hong said: “Where human occupation like the Sakyamuni 
Cave Monastery is concerned, yet again big money means more than mere religious and 
spiritual heritage. 


“With operations located right at a source of limestone, YTL has a near-monopoly of the 
quarrying operations in the area. 


“APMC (a subsidiary of YTL) is at Gunung Kanthan, between Chemor and Sg Siput, and 
YTL Cement is at Gunung Pondok. 


“Limestone is a key material for cement manufacturing and is a non-renewable source greatly 
exploited in Perak.” 


Law added that the cave is unique for its flora and fauna, just like all caves in the state, which 
have their unique characteristics. 


“Each hill has endemic species of flora and fauna. It is a natural heritage that we simply cannot 
afford to lose in search of profits. 


“You may say it’s ‘just another cave temple’; well, it is not. Each cave is different and each 
temple is different. 


“The monastery is exceptional for its multi-level formation and continual occupation for a 
century and more.” 


The Kallumalai Arulmigu Subramaniyar Temple, Wong Tai Sin Temple, and Yellow Temple 
can also be found along the base of Gunung Kanthan, and are at risk should the Order 89 
application prove successful in court. — The Vibes, June 1, 2021 
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NATURE AND ENVIRONMENTMALAYSIA 


Buddhist monks fight to protect mountain 


home 


Kymberley Chu 
01/14/2022January 14, 2022 


A cave monastery facing eviction by a Malaysian cement company may be the 
last hope for a unique karst ecosystem. 


A cool breeze sweeps through the Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery. Sitting 
cross-legged on the polished stone floor, monks meditate silently under the 
gaze of a Buddha painted gold. Above them, stalactites hang from the rough 
limestone ceiling. 


This is one of the last remaining limestone cave temples in Malaysia that 
is in use on a permanent basis. It sits nestled into the foot of Mount Kanthan, 
one of 45 limestone hills that rise up from the Kinta Valley in the Malaysian 
state of Perak. There are currently some 15 Buddhist monks living and 
practicing their faith in these caves. 


But the peace here is fragile. Outside the monastery, explosions can be 
heard echoing through the valley like gunfire. This is the sound of the 
mountain — and neighboring peaks — being blasted with dynamite to 
extract limestone that will be used to make cement. 


© Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery 


The untouched karst ecosystem is lush and green, Compared to the neighboring quarried site Image: Dhamma Sakyamuni Coves Monostery 
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The Perak state government has leased Mount Kanthan to Associated Pan 
Malaysia Cement (APMC) for quarrying since the early 1960s. The 
mountain has been divided into four zones, two of which are already being 
quarried. The contrast is dramatic: The richly forested southerly two zones 
butt against the barren expanse of pale rock and rubble of the quarried 
zones to the north. 


AMPC is in the process of applying for permits to begin work in one of the 


so-far untouched zones, where the monastery is situated. But first it has to 
evict the monks, whom it says have no legal right to be there. 


A spiritual sanctuary 


Mount Kanthan is an impressive example of karst topography, where soft, 
porous limestone has naturally eroded to create sculptural networks of 
valleys, caves and sinkholes. These are home to a great diversity of 
specially adapted plants and animals — and have long drawn human 
inhabitants, too. 


Bhante Kusala runs the monastery with the help of other monks and 
volunteers. He says it was founded a century ago by Master Laoshifu, who 
was drawn to Mount Kanthan because its form resembled the figure of a 
reclining Buddha. 
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"Our founder chose to mediate here because of its serene, quiet 
environment," Kusala says, adding that there is an ancient tradition of 
Buddhist monks seeking peace in the natural world. 


The monastery echoes with the gentle sound of water dripping from the 
stalactites that hang from the ceiling. A system of pipes catches this water 
so the monks can use it to bathe, wash their clothes and clean the temple's 
floors. 


Seongyee is a volunteer who has been helping out at the Sakyamuni Caves 
Monastery with cleaning and maintenance work for the last 10 years. "To 
us, this is a spiritual sanctuary," she says. "We depend on it; this is part of 
the spiritual journey we are seeking." 
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The monks collect water from the dripping stalactites and use it for washing and cleaning 


Endemic species under threat 


But it is not just this religious community that is at risk of losing its way of 
life if the cement company wins its case against them. Ruth Kiew, a botanist 
who works with the non-profit Malaysian Cave & Karst Conservancy, among 
other organizations, told DW that critically endangered fauna such as 
trapdoor spiders and bent-toed geckos may be driven to if the 
entire mountain is blasted. 


In 2014, Kiew of the flora threatened by quarrying at 
Mount Kanthan, finding some 32 flora species of conservational 


IN FOCUS Russia's war in Ukraine G7summit Diversity 


importance, including 12 endangered species and 
of tree believed to grow only on Mount Kanthan. 


APMC and its parent company, construction corporation YTL, declined to 
be interviewed for this story. But according to ,the company 
has been working with Malaysian non-profit the Tropical Rainforest 
Conservation and Research Centre (TRCRC) to nurture threatened flora 
from Mount Kanthan at a dedicated plant nursery. 


mmber of flora species at Mount Kanthan 


A spokesperson for TRCRC told DW the goal of the project was to train a 
team from YTL "on how to run their own conservation nursery, conduct 
seed collection, and have the basics of tree planting — all goals that were 
achieved." 


Whether YTL is using the know-how gained from the project to continue 
conservation efforts is unclear. But scientists say that destruction of even 
a part of the remaining Kathan Mountain habitat could see unique species 
lost forever. 


"Even different parts of the hill, due to varied and rugged topography, still 
harbor unique habitats and specialist species," Kiew said, adding that 
"plants, animals, and microorganisms are not uniformly distributed over 
the karst hills." 


Yong Kien Thai is a botanist at the University of Malaya who has visited the 
mountain several times to survey its biodiversity. 


"They may eventually grow some of the many different species originating 
from the limestone, but they didn't explain where they will replant this," he 
says. "Reintroduction is also an issue because different limestone hills have 
their own set of diversity." 


Cultural heritage hangs in the balance 


Living in harmony with these unique ecosystems, Kusala sees his 
community of monks and devotees as "custodians of this mountain." 


When APMC filed an order with the local court to evict Mount Kanthan's 
residents in January 2021, it referred to the monks as "unidentified 
occupants occupying the land," and stated they were there "without the 
consent, authorization and/or permission" of the company. 


Leong Cheok Keng, a spokesperson for the monastery, told DW six of the 
monks have now successfully filed to be recognized as official parties in the 
case, meaning they have more of a say over how their legal argument is 
shaped. 
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At the same time, they are campaigning to have the monastery officially 
designated as a cultural heritage site. Before the pandemic, devotees would 
flock to the Sakyamuni Caves from cities like Kuala Lumpur to take part in 
cave meditation. 


In late December 2021, the monastery received a letter of support from Ipoh 
City Council, the administrative capital of Perak. The council voiced its 
support for designating the land a cultural heritage site. 


"If the monastery achieves the status of a heritage site, it means nobody 
can change the structures on the site and the site is protected from being 
interfered with," Leong says. 


Kusala radiates equanimous good humor. But he's aware that this way of 
life hangs in the balance as the values his monastery represents compete 
with economic interests. "Nowadays, not many people want to become 
monks," he laughs. "They don't want to stay in caves or a forest... we are 
the real rare species!" 


Edited by: Ruby Russell 
This text was updated on 17 January to reflect the correct name of the 


founder of the monastery, the number of years Seongyee has been 
volunteering and how many limestone hills surround the cave. 
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Monks and wildlife come under pressure from 
Malaysian cement company 


by Sheryl Lee Tian Tong on 30 June 2021 


e Since last December, cement manufacturer Associated Pan Malaysia Cement has been looking to 
evict dozens of monks and devotees from the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery in the limestone 
hills of Mount Kanthan in Malaysia’s Perak state. 

e APMC calls the monks unlawful trespassers on company land; the monks say the company 
consented to their occupying the land for decades. 

e Much of Mount Kanthan has already been quarried by APMC, and the untouched southern section 
where the monastery is located is also home to highly endemic and critically endangered flora and 
fauna. 

e The monks and devotees are petitioning for the Perak state government to officially designate the 
monastery as a place of worship and Mount Kanthan as a national heritage site. 


On Dec. 28 last year, a Monday, a group of representatives from a local cement firm arrived at the foot of 
the Mount Kanthan limestone hills in Perak, Malaysia. The day was hot and relatively windless, and the 
sheer white cliffs with their craggy summits and dark-green foliage stood with their faces to the sun. Hidden 
to the casual observer, their nooks and crannies brim with rare and delicate life: snow-white orchids, thumb- 
sized trapdoor spiders, bent-toed geckoes, and tiny snails found nowhere else. 


At the bottom of the hills is a monastery nestled in limestone caves, where Buddhist statues and carvings 
sit serenely under a ceiling of stalactites. Home to some 15 monks and visited by more than 2,000 devotees 


yearly before the pandemic, the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery has, over the last century, become 
a local tourist attraction. 


When the representatives from Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) reached the monastery, they 
found themselves locked out of a gated compound. Undeterred, they climbed over the gates and marched 
in. The shocked monks and devotees “adamantly” refused to accept the legal letter the group had come to 
serve, the local plant manager, Sekar Kaliannan, noted in his affidavit. The document, a letter demanding 
the monks tear down the monastery and leave the land, was eventually left at a post box at the gates. 


“It never crossed our minds that this would happen to us. We had vowed to safeguard the caves 
monastery,” a monk representing the monastery told Mongabay. “But we understand these are 
businesspeople and they’re doing it for the money. So whatever comes, we will try to face it. We harbor 
no hatred.” 


hall at the caves monastery with Buddhist statues. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


Following the letter of demand, APMC filed an Order 89 application to evict the monks via a court order. 
The monks spent three months looking for a law firm before a pro-bono lawyer stepped in. “[Order 89] is 
a fast-track proceeding — whereby the court will look at the exchanged affidavit evidence and give a 
ruling without going through a full trial,” said Jia Mian Lee, the lawyer. “It saves time and money to 
proceed under Order 89 by claiming the monks are unlawful and unknown squatters.” 


Lee added that she would be filing an action for the monastery and monks to be named as a party to the 
proceedings, to challenge APMC’s claim. “We are arguing that the monks or monastery are the lawful 
occupiers with consent by the landowner,” she said. The parent company of APMC, YTL Cement, 
declined to comment on the specifics of the case due to the ongoing court process. 


In the months since, the monks and devotees have to the sultan of Perak and 
the state government to gazette the monastery as a place of worship and the limestone hills of Mount 
Kanthan as a national heritage site. 
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and devotees at the Ipoh High Court. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 
APMC and the monastery have a long and storied history. In the 1960s, the company acquired from the 
state government a lease to the 146-hectare (361-acre) area of land that covers Mount Kanthan, for the 
purpose of quarrying. at the northern section of the hills, with forest cleared 
and limestone cliffs terraced and blasted. For the last few decades, a sprawling network of vehicles has 
transported crushed rock to a fiery kiln, where ground-up limestone is mixed with other substances to 
produce the cement that helps fuel Malaysia’s construction boom. 


A monastery representative said the monks’ presence in the area predated that of the company by several 
decades. But even so, under Malaysian law, the “length of time will not turn an unlawful occupation into 
[a] lawful [one],” a representative from Ng Kee Way & Co., a law firm not involved in the case, told 
Mongabay. “In order for Monastery to challenge APMC ... Monastery must prove that they have 
obtained consent or authorisation from APMC.” 


That, the monks say, did happen: in 1997, APMC assured the monks that they would be able to continue 
practicing peacefully, and the monastery poured millions of ringgit into building more facilities for 
devotees, a monastery representative said. APMC's then-parent company, cement producer Lafarge 
Malayan Cement, reaffirmed this commitment in a meeting between the two sides in 2009, he added. 


But in 2013, the monastery representative said, Lafarge began demanding that the monks leave the area 
for two to three hours a day to commence rock blasting, after which they would be allowed to return. 


Among those present at the meeting between the two sides was Sekar, who became the Kanthan plant 
manager in 2010, the representative said. 


“[The new demands were] really unexpected,” the representative added, but the company’s plans did not 
materialize. After appeals by the monks, the state government stepped in to curb blasting activities in the 
area. The government also verbally assured the monks it would gazette the monastery as a worship site 
once APMC’s lease ended, according to the representative. 


Aerial view of Mount Kanthan’s quarried northern section. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


In 2019, Lafarge Malaysia (previously Lafarge Malayan Cement) was acquired by a competitor, YTL 
Cement. In 2020, APMC’s lease ended and was renewed for another 30 years without the monastery 
being gazetted. 


Both APMC and YTL have denied the monks’ claims that the companies gave them assurance to 
continue practicing in their caves monastery. “It is unknown to [APMC] who the occupants of the 
Structure are,” Sekar said in his affidavit. “The occupants are squatters who have occupied the Land 
illegally and without the consent of [APMC].” 


“Contrary to what has been claimed by irresponsible parties, we have co-existed harmoniously with the 
local community,” YTL added in a statement, highlighting that many farmers continue to live on its 
leased land without charge. “The real issues at hand are safety and the sanctity of the law.” 


Limestone structures are “highly reactive to water or weak acid (such as rainwater)” and as such are 
prone to “highly unpredictable” natural geological disasters, the company said, citing fatal rockfall 
incidents in Mount Cheroh in 1973 and Perak Caves Temple in 2009. “As the rightful owner of the land, 
we are responsible for all that occurs on it. We cannot stand by the misleading of the public nor allow 
such negligence.” 


Liz Price, an expert on Malaysian caves who has followed the dispute between the monks and APMC 
since 2013, said that such concerns “grossly [exaggerate]” the risk. 


“In theory, every single limestone hill is being dissolved by rainwater. Rain falls on the hills, seeps down 
inside the hill via cracks and faults and slowly carves out the caves,” she said. “Unless they have done a 
specific study on the rock at the monastery, there is no reason why it should be any different from other 
[limestone] hills and caves. There is more of a risk from damage done to the rock by the quarry blasting 
than there is from collapse by rainwater.” 


Sekar said in his affidavit that the company was indeed planning on quarrying the land the monastery was 
sitting on. “The operations at the Quarry Site would include, among others, heavy duty drilling, rock 
blasting, excavation of rock material [and] the hauling of stones followed by crushing of stones,” he said. 
“If the occupants of the Structure continue to remain on the Land, they will be exposed to danger of rock 
fall or rock blasting.” 


The unquarried southern part of Mount Kanthan, which the company splits into two sections labeled C 
and D, contains not only the monastery but also other Taoist and Hindu temples. Its diverse topography 
includes sheer cliffs topped by a summit ridge of jagged rocks, a gully that leads to the enormous 
Kanthan Cave, and tall limestone forests and swamps where the (Capricornis 
sumatraensis), a type of goat-antelope, lives. 


Following a 2014 biodiversity study done on sections C and D that 
including a critically endangered spider species, Lafarge abandoned plans to quarry the area (which 
covers Kanthan Cave), designating it as a conservation site. 


“We are committed to preserving and protecting [Kanthan Cave] where endemic flora and fauna can be 
found,” YTL said in a statement. “We have been collaborating with experts from leading institutions to 
conduct research into how biodiversity can be effectively managed and conserved.” 


What’s left is the nonprotected and possibly soon-to-be-quarried section C, home to the monastery, other 
temples and a multitude of endemic species from the different ecological niches created by diverse 
limestone terrains. Lafarge deemed C “less sensitive” than D in terms of biodiversity following its 2014 
study, but researchers from the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and University of Malaya 
(UM) have contested the company’s claims. 
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A serow (Capricornis sumatraensis) at Dusit Zoo, Bangkok, Thailand. Photo by Melanochromis via Wikimedia Commons. 


Within the concession area, they argued that, contrary to Lafarge’s conclusions, area C contains hyper- 
endemic species and is “significantly richer” than area D due to its more varied topography, with C 
containing 68% of Mount Kanthan’s flora. “The results of the Lafarge Biodiversity Survey have not been 
made available but certainly the assertion that Area ‘C’ ‘does not contain sensitive biodiversity’ is clearly 
unfounded,” the researchers wrote. YTL did not respond to a request to release its 2014 biodiversity 
report. 


Ruth Kiew, a plant taxonomist and first author of the paper, told Malaysian news outlet The Star in 2013 
that C and D ought to be conserved as a unit due to the interactive nature of the ecosystem there. “If they 
take zone C, the Serow will not be able to live on [Mount] Kanthan, and it will also mean the end of 
[Mount] Kanthan,” she said. 


Mount Kanthan is one of several limestone geological parks in the Kinta Valley National Geopark, 
declared by the sultan of Perak in 2018. 


Unlike state parks, however, geoparks have fewer protections under the law. “From the geopark office’s 
perspective, APMC has rights to the land, and rights to perform their industrial activities,” a geopark 
officer told Malaysian news site The Vibes in June. 


“The geopark is under [the Perak State Parks Corporation’s] purview, but we lack enforcement and laws 
that exist for state parks. So, the geopark is still subject to the owner of the land,” she said. As such, the 
PSPC can “only advise APMC to reconsider its activities at the site, and the temple to make an 
application to be designated as a historical and cultural site,” The Vibes reported. 
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The monastery is petitioning the state government to be officially designated as a place of worship. Image courtesy of 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery. 


The dispute between YTL and the monastery is highlighting legal gaps in the protection of geoparks like 
Mount Kanthan. It is also part of a broader conversation that the state government, NGOs and the public 
are beginning to have about conserving and maintaining geoparks, and the promotion of ecotourism as an 
economic alternative to quarrying. 


In June, the state tourism committee chairperson said the government was looking to collaborate with 
NGOs and introduce ecotourism activities such as bird-watching and hiking in geoparks, The Star 


reported. 


A monastery representative said the monks would welcome ecotourism activities in Mount Kanthan, and 
that the caves already serve as a refuge for stressed-out city dwellers. 


A devotee in her fifties from Kuala Lumpur, who first came to know of the monastery more than 30 years 
ago and who visits it weekly, said the pure air, clear water and natural forest surroundings have helped 
reduce her anxiety and quell her asthma. 


“T used to be an asthmatic with serious allergies,” she said. “The meditation practice, the uniqueness of 
the caves environment, all of these have helped me to be able to enjoy life like a normal person.” Beyond 
health challenges, other visitors to the caves have also found rest from emotional turmoil, including 
deaths and divorces. 


“This is such a small portion of Mount Kanthan, but so unique and important. We think the cement giant 
should be generous and kind enough to respect the region and the people of Malaysia,” the monastery 
representative said. “They are already quarrying so much of Mount Kanthan. Why can't they do that?” 


Banner image of monks and devotees at Ipoh High Court. Image courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves 
Monastery. 
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The Consumers Association of Penang (CAP) urges year ca = Imestone 
the Perak state government to seriously review the hills from exploitation 


permit to quarry Zone C of Gunung Kanthan which 
is Located within one of the geo-sites in Kinta Valley 
National Geopark. 


Gunung Kanthan 400-million-year-old site is the 
largest and most extensive peak remaining of the 
Kanthan limestone karst complex. Moreover, it is a 
natural heritage and a non-renewable asset to the 
country. 


Gunung Kanthan offers a potential archaeological 
and paleontological treasure trove because many 
archaeological sites of Peninsular Malaysia are associated with limestone caves. 


Gunung Kanihdn: Heritage of Malaysia Facebook 


In 2005, the prehistory unit of the Department of Museums and Antiquities found a pottery fragment, 
probably from the Neolithic age, in one of the caves. How can the government give in to commercial 
greed to destroy a chapter of prehistory that belongs to every Malaysian? 


Another example is the Neolithic paintings found at the Gunung Panjang limestone hill in Tambun 
which lies on the outskirts of lpoh. The paintings, dated back to between 2,000 and 5,000 years-old, 
were discovered in 1959. What would have happened if a permit had been given to a quarry company 
then? 


In 2019, vertebrate paleontologist Lim Tze Tshen said that he found fossils of orangutan in Kanthan 
Cave and Jelapang. He remarked that he discovered many mammal fossils including wild cattle, wild 
boar, deer, porcupine, and hippopotamus from caves in Perak. A comprehensive exploration and study 
is needed. 


Karst complexes like Gunung Kanthan is also a home to critically endangered endemic flora species 
such as Mejogye kanthanensis, Gymnostachyum kanthanensis and Vatica kanthanensi and fauna 
species the prehistoric trapdoor spider, liphistiuskanthanensi and a lizard called cytrodactylus 
guakanthanensis. It was also identified as “the only remnant of limestone forest in Perak” with a 
population of birds, reptiles, frogs, and the endangered serow, known to locals as kambing gurun. 


In 2016, scientists from Universiti Malaysia Sabah and Rimba which is a non-government organisation 
conducted a large-scale survey of land snails at 12 limestone hills in Perak with a grant provided by the 
quarry operator Lafarge Malaysia. A total of 122 species of land snails were recorded and 34 of these 
were described as “unique to one of the hills surveyed”. About 30 of them “potentially new to science”. 


Limestone quarrying activities has threatened Gunung Kanthan with destruction. There have been 
suggestions for limestone to be quarried from idle mining land or to conduct subsurface quarrying 
instead of blasting the karst. By blasting the karst, it will be obliterating the destroying the entire iconic 
hill, the prehistoric treasures it holds, and price of environmental damage. 


In fact, Lafarge Malaysia Sdn Bhd commissioned Petronas University to conduct a feasibility study on 
subsurface limestone quarrying. In 2020, the results were presented at an international conference in 
Kuala Lumpur, showing that sub-surface quarrying is indeed feasible. 


Prior to this, in 2015, Ramli Mohd Osman, a Mineral Research Centre senior research officer, pointed out 
that there are 21 billion tonnes of sub-surface limestone reserves that can be mined without 
destroying Perak’s limestone hills. The Mineral Research Centre is an agency under the Minerals and 
Geoscience Department after a merger of the Department of Geological Survey and the Mines 
Department in 1999. 


We would like to urge the government to explain why it allows the destruction of the limestone hills 
which are iconic to Ipoh when limestones can be sourced from below the ground as experts pointed 
out. Is it because blasting the hills into oblivion is the most cost-effective way to obtain the material? 


The government should be held accountable for the wanton destruction of the limestone hills and the 
consequences of environmental damage because it is responsible for the issuance of quarrying 
permits. Moreover, there were viable proposals supported by studies by experts from various fields 
without leaving a scarred landscape. 


Press Statement, 12 August 2021 
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Gunung Kanthan is a potential 
treasure trove of archaeological 
and palaeontological sites because 
many such sites in Peninsular 
Malaysia are associated with lime- 
_ stone caves. 

In 2005, the prehistory unit of 
the Department of Museums and 
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Rimba (a non-profit research 
group) conducted a large-scale sur- 
vey of land snails at 12 limestone 
hills in Perak under a grant provid- 


Disclaimer :PerpustakaanTun Abdul Razak,UiTM 


This material may be protected under Malaysia Copyright Act which governs the making of photocopies or reproductions or copyrighted materials.You 
may use the digitized materials for private study, scholarship or research. 


‘ed by the quarry operator Lafarge 


A total of 122 species of land 
snails were recorded and 34 of 
these were described as “unique to 
one of the hills surveyed”. About 30 
were described as “potentially new 
to science”. 

There have been suggestions for 
limestone to be from idle 
mining land or to conduct subsur- 
face quarrying instead of blasting 


Lafarge Malaysia had commis- 
sioned Petronas University to 
conduct a feasibility study on sub- 
surface limestone quarrying. The 


results, presented in 2020 at an 
international conference in Kuala 
Lumpur, showed that subsurface 
ing is indeed feasible. 
- In 2015, Ramli Mohd Osman, a 


senior research officer at the 
` Mineral Research Centre, pointed 


out that there are 21 billion tonnes- 
of sub-surface limestone reserves 
that can be mined without destroy- 
ing Perak’s hills. 

The Mineral Research Centre 
is an agency under the Minerals 
and Geoscience Department, 
which was set up after the merger 
of the Department of Geologic 


` Survey and the Mines Department 


in 1999. 

Consumers Association of 
Penang would like to ask the Perak 
state government to explain 
why it is allowing the destruction 
of limestone hills that are iconic to 
Ipoh if limestone can be sourced 
from below the ground, as 
experts have pointed out. Is it 
because blasting the hills is the 
most cost-effective way to obtain 
the material? 

The state government should be 
held accountable for the destruc- 
tion of the limestone hills and the 
resultant damage to the environ- 
ment because it is responsible for 


. issuing quarrying permits. 


MOHIDEEN ABDUL KADEER 
President 
Consumers Association of 


Penang 
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JENDELA WARISAN 


Dear Members and Friends, 


Badan Warisan Malaysia wishes to highlight urgently, the imminent forced closure, eviction and possible 
destruction of the century-old Sakyamuni cave temple and monastery with its unique contents located at 
Gunung Kanthan. 


This issue is one of national significance as the heritage value and interest go far beyond the state of 
Perak - the temples, caves and limestone hills belong to all Malaysians. They must all be saved and 
protected as a whole, from deliberate destruction for posterity. 


Full media statement in PDF is available for download HERE 


The Future of Gunung Kanthan and Other Hills in Perak, Malaysia 
By Ar Anand Krishnan 
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Kinta Valley, Perak (sourced from the internet) 


The current controversy in Ipoh with regards to the limestone hills at Gunung Kanthan is a great concern 
for Malaysia, on a number of grounds. First and foremost, these limestone hills are special; they are not 
normal hills, both in terms of their appearance and what they are made of. They look different. They are 
like vertical blobs and look similar to the world-famous scenic hills of Guilin in China that are natural 
treasures revered for their exceptional beauty. 


The hills in Ipoh are equally beautiful and are sublime products of nature - they are unique and special. 
Well-liked by many, hills in Ipoh have become a national attraction. You cannot find similar hills or 
outcrops like this anywhere else in Malaysia. However, the state has allowed mining in the area for 
decades. These hills have taken millions of years to evolve; a bulldozer can reduce them to rubble in a 
short time and would be gone forever. As land is a state matter, the federal government has not felt it 
necessary to step in, but perhaps they should. 


But it is what they are made of that is perhaps where the controversy lies - they are limestone hills. 
Limestone is soft, easily mined and is commercially-desirable. It is used in the production of cement, 
which is the primary component of concrete and reinforced concrete, two of the most ubiquitous materials 
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in building construction. This area is certainly not the only area where limestone can be found. So why 
destroy a living natural attraction to harvest limestone that can be found elsewhere? Why spoil a beautiful 
landscape over short-term commercial profit? 


Of course, beauty is subjective whereas commercial viability is objective. In many cases, the objective 
wins if there is no intervention. And intervention is what is required here. At the base of these hills are a 
number of Buddhist and Hindu temples. These temples have been there for decades, for as long as the 
mining concessions existed. If the current mining does not stop, these buildings will face demolition when 
mining reaches their doorstep, which is what is happening now. The land belongs to the mining 
companies and the temples are tenants. For a long time there was no controversy but now, the mining 
company wants these temples to move. Legally, it appears the mining company has the right to evict 
these temples. 


However, the issue is not so simple. Over the years, these temple buildings have become religious and 
tourist destinations; people have come from all over the state, the country and even internationally to pray 
at these temples. Tourists have come to marvel at the temples, climb the steps, reach the top, and see the 
views. Architecturally, these buildings have a unique identity and it is clear they now have heritage value. 
This means that these well-loved temples have a value for future generations, for the collective memory of 
a state/nation. As such, these temples need protection. From an architectural point of view, these 
buildings exist because of their location and their setting in these hills. Located elsewhere, they lose their 
identity. Temples cannot just pack up and relocate to another normal hill. These temples and these hills 
have formed a synergistic relationship, one of form and the other of place. Quoting the seminal work of the 
Norwegian architect and theorist Christian Norberg-Schulz, these temples and hills have a ‘genius loci or 
sense of place’ - meaning there is a spatial and spirit connection between them, not just with the hills but 
with the caves that are inside. The hills are not all solid as many are hollow with huge, majestic caves 
inside them. These caves are simply stunning; their scale and proportion is magnificent, creating a sense 
of awe once inside. Together, they — temples, caves, and hills — form one symbiotic entity, a collective 
consciousness. Mining, if left unabated, threatens to destroy it all. 


If no action is done, if land law in Malaysia is applied judiciously, the mining company has, within its rights, 
the authority to evict the tenants and continue to mine the hills beyond recognition. This would be a great 
loss to Malaysia. In this matter, intervention is required. The mining company has its rights, but the country 
has an opportunity to save part of its heritage. This heritage interest goes beyond Perak; the temples, 
caves and hills belong to all Malaysians. They must all be saved and protected together. 


It is a tripartite classification: save one, save all. To do this, the mining must be phased out with a specific 
timeline to end permanently. We can learn from the experience at Batu Caves, Selangor where an existing 
mine was phased out and the caves and temple were saved. Today the Batu Caves temple is a national 
icon. Together with other concerned agencies, individuals, and NGOs, we call upon the leadership of the 
Perak Menteri Besar, the Perak State Government, the Perak Land Office, the Ipoh Council, the Federal 
Government, all Federal Ministries and Departments that deal with parks and the environment to intervene 
and stop the eviction of these temples, stop the mining, and stop the destruction of these hills. Should a 
stronger voice be needed, we urge for royal intervention. We humbly request that the Sultan of Perak and 
the King of Malaysia step in and put an end to this controversy by royal decree, for the sake of the state 
and the country. The hope is that these temple, caves, and hills become a classified national heritage 
treasure, and remains as such in perpetuity for the greater good of Malaysia. 


Anand Krishnan is an award-winning architect, interior designer, and urban designer in private practice, 
and holds degrees from UNSW, Sydney University and Harvard University. He has written, edited, and 
taught widely, both in Malaysia and overseas. He is a Council Member of Badan Warisan Malaysia (The 
Heritage of Malaysia Trust). 
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Make cave monastery a heritage site, 
authorities told 


By IVAN LOH 


e Wednesday, 14 Jul 2021 


> EvS ae a Ay t F — 
The century old Sakyamuni Caves Monastery at Gunung Kanthan 
near Chemor, — RONNIE CHIN/The Star 


Cave monastery near 
Chemor fears eviction 


By ILI AQILAH state government in 2013 to 
liagleha@thestar com imyw revoke the previous landawner’s 


StarMetro's report on 5th July. 


THERE is a great need to preserve and protect the cave monastery at Gunung Kanthan in Perak 
for its heritage value, said Badan Warisan Malaysia (BWM). 


BWM general manager Vanessa Loong said the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery and a 
temple on the same premises near Chemor should be kept intact and safe for human habitation 


so that they could be appreciated by future generations. 


“They are of national significance. 


“We are deeply concerned and appeal to the relevant authorities, especially the Land and Mines 
Department, to intervene and protect the monastery and temple.” 


She said the non-governmental organisation was advocating to preserve the cultural, natural 
and architectural heritage from being lost forever. 


She added that Gunung Kanthan was known for its unique flora and fauna that should be 
protected too. 


“This issue is one of national significance as the heritage value and interest go far beyond the 
state of Perak; the temples, caves and limestone hills belong to all Malaysians. 


“They must be saved and protected as a whole, for posterity, ” Loong added. 


It was reported that the century-old Buddhist temple and monastery, located on a 2.02ha piece 
of land, is facing the possibility of eviction because of quarrying activities. 


Monastery abbot Chiong Sai Tin had hoped the state would gazette the hill and monastery as 
heritage and religious sites. 


Loong said Gunung Kanthan was among the geological heritage geoparks comprising 
limestone hills in the Kinta Valley National Geopark. 


She said the limestone outcrop could be on the verge of irreversibly losing its priceless 
geological, biological, cultural, tourism and recreational value. 


“Together with other limestone outcrops, it forms the distinctive karst landscape surrounding 
Ipoh, ” she highlighted. 


She noted that cave dwellings were natural spaces where humans had lived in since time 
immemorial. 


“In the case of Perak, human inhabitants have lived in the caves of its ancient limestone hills 
as evidenced by the discovery of the intact skeletal remains of the Perak Man in 1990, found 
amidst burial artefacts which date back to about 11, 000 years ago in the Lenggong Valley. 


“The present Buddhist and Hindu temples as well as monasteries constructed within the nearby 
Gunung Kanthan echo those ancient ones found in India and China, and these buildings are 
attached to the natural caverns in the limestone hills and outcrops of Perak, ” said Loong. 

“The natural beauty of these karst formations has led to favourable comparisons to the famous 
karst landscape of the hills in Guilin, China, with their unique rounded silhouettes in the natural 


landscape. 


“The Buddhist and Hindu cave temples in Ipoh together with the dramatic karst landscape are 
famous tourist attractions for local and international visitors. 


“They are priceless heritage worthy of preservation, ” she reiterated. 


Join our Telegram channel to get our Evening Alerts and breaking news highlights 
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Abbot of century-old Buddhist monastery expresse 
disappointment over court eviction 


- September 12, 2023 @ 3:01pm 
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| MORE NEWS 
e Coldplay fans express disappointment, petition for second concert 
e Johor Sultan disappointed over forest reserve encroachment 
e Selangor Sultan expresses concern over Malay disunity 


e Anwar expresses sadness over India train crash 


Chiong added that the monastery's request for a stay of execution was turned down by the court. 


"The appeal was conducted online. In allowing the appeal, the court accepted APMC's argument tha 
entitled to succeed in a summary application for possession. 


"The monastery's counsel argued but, unsuccessfully, that the court should confine itself only to whe 
strictly with the provisions of Order 89 of the Rules of Court 2012 which has the effect of evicting the 


"The monastery's counsel also submitted that there were triable issues regarding the existence of in 
the state government. 


f Trending @ NATIC* lice arrest Chegubard NATION Heavy rains and strong winds expected until Novem 
relief as they did not come to court with clean hands. 


"Upon dismissal of APMC's application in the High Court on October 4 (last year), the judge made nc 
the appeal, the Court of Appeal also ordered both parties to bear their own cost,’ he said. 


According to a report by a news portal, APMC filed an Order 89 action to evict residents on Lot No. 4 
subdistrict where the monastery is located. 


One of the last 12 remaining limestone hills in the Kinta Valley National Geopark, Gunung Kanthan is 
species of flora and fauna like bent-toed geckos, snow-white orchids and tiny snails. 


Built amid the karst formation inside the caves, the century-old monastery is home to about 15 monl 
meditation. 


Over the years, about 80 per cent of the Gunung Kanthan has already been cleared due to quarry act 
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Money over heritage: Sakyamuni eviction 
threatens natural treasure, says 
preservationist 

Cement giant APMC's actions show misplaced priorities, says Law Siak Hong 


Updated 1 month ago - Published on 01 Jun 2021 9:00AM - 0 Comments 


185 Shares 


The Sakyamuni Cave Monastery is a Buddhist temple located along the foothills of Gunung 
Kanthan in Perak, which is half a billion years old. — Kinta Valley Sakyamuni Caves 
Monastery Facebook pic, June 1, 2021 
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by 


Saktesh Subramaniam 


the Mibes.com 


A PETRA NEWS COMPANY 


KUALA LUMPUR - The eviction of monks at the Sakyamuni Cave Monastery by cement 
giant APMC is a clear example of how money is more important than religious and spiritual 
heritage, said Law Siak Hong, former Perak Heritage Society president. 


The Sakyamuni Cave Monastery is a Buddhist temple located along the foothills of Gunung 
Kanthan in Perak, which is half a billion years old. 


It is facing eviction due to an Order 89 application filed by Associated Pan Malaysia Cement 


Bhd (APMC). 


An Order 89 application allows a landowner to evict trespassers with a court order. 


Speaking to The Vibes, Law Siak Hong said: “Where human occupation like the Sakyamuni 
Cave Monastery is concerned, yet again big money means more than mere religious and 
spiritual heritage. 


“With operations located right at a source of limestone, YTL has a near-monopoly of the 
quarrying operations in the area. 


“APMC (a subsidiary of YTL) is at Gunung Kanthan, between Chemor and Sg Siput, and 
YTL Cement is at Gunung Pondok. 


“Limestone is a key material for cement manufacturing and is a non-renewable source greatly 
exploited in Perak.” 


Law added that the cave is unique for its flora and fauna, just like all caves in the state, which 
have their unique characteristics. 


“Each hill has endemic species of flora and fauna. It is a natural heritage that we simply cannot 
afford to lose in search of profits. 


“You may say it’s ‘just another cave temple’; well, it is not. Each cave is different and each 
temple is different. 


“The monastery is exceptional for its multi-level formation and continual occupation for a 
century and more.” 


The Kallumalai Arulmigu Subramaniyar Temple, Wong Tai Sin Temple, and Yellow Temple 
can also be found along the base of Gunung Kanthan, and are at risk should the Order 89 
application prove successful in court. — The Vibes, June 1, 2021 
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Gunung Kanthan, Kenapa 
Sambung Kontrak Sebelum 
Dapatkan Ulasan Teknikal? 


SEMASA DIKEMASKINI 1 BULAN YANG LALU - DITERBITKAN PADA 14 JUN 2021 9:31PM 
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Pandangan dari atas 4 sektor di Gunung Kanthan. 


oleh 


Hafizee Arop 


IPOH - Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) meminta kerajaan negeri menjelaskan kedudukan 
sebenar kontrak aktiviti kuari Gunung Kanthan di sini, berikutan ada dakwaan ia sudah 
diluluskan tanpa mendapatkan ulasan teknikal terlebih dahulu. 


Penyelidik lapangan SAM, Meor Razak Meor Abdul Rahman berkata, kerajaan negeri perlu 
mendapatkan ulasan teknikal terlebih dahulu dari agensi terlibat bagi membolehkan kajian 
dijalankan, untuk melihat jika ia perlu diteruskan atau sebaliknya. 


Menurutnya, semakan SAM mendapati, beberapa agensi yang seharusnya dilibatkan dalam 
perbincangan teknikal itu seolah tidak memiliki sebarang peranan dalam hal tersebut. 


“Berdasarkan maklumat diperoleh dari kuil di gunung berkenaan, kami difahamkan pemilikan 
sudah diberikan dan disebabkan itu, kami mahu kerajaan negeri memberitahu status sebenar. 


“Ini kerana kami bimbang mengenai alam sekitar terutama spesies terancam di gunung 
berkenaan ,” katanya kepada Getaran ketika dihubungi hari ini. 


Meor Razak berkata, kawasan gunung terbabit terdiri daripada empat sektor, A,B, C serta D 
manakala aktiviti kuari sudah sedia berjalan di sektor A dan B selama ini. 


Kebimbangan katanya, timbul apabila Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Perumahan, Kerajaan 
Tempatan dan Pelancongan Perak, Datuk Nolee Ashilin Mohamed Radzi memberi jaminan 
akan menjaga kawasan di sekitar sektor D, sedangkan pada hakikatnya sektor C juga memiliki 
spesies endemik terancam. 


“Datuk Nolee sebelum ini memberitahu pengusaha kuari juga bersetuju untuk menjadikan 
bukit D, iaitu lokasi geotapak Gua Kanthan yang terkenal dengan spesies endemik labah-labah 
yang sangat terancam iaitu Liphistius kanthan, sebagai kawasan pemuliharaan. 


“Namun kawasan bukit C juga sebenarnya mempunyai spesies terancam, jadi saya berharap 
akan ada kajian dibuat oleh saintis untuk melihat jika semua spesies berkenaan boleh 
dipindahkan dari bukit C ke D,” katanya. 


Meor Razak turut meluahkan harapan agar semua agensi teknikal dilibatkan, sebelum sebarang 
keputusan dibuat. 


“Apa sahaja keputusan selepas ini saya harap ia akan diperjelaskan kepada semua pihak 
memandangkan ia berkait rapat dengan masa depan spesies terancam,” tegasnya. 


Nolee sebelum ini dipetik Bernama sebagai berkata, tidak timbul isu penganugerahan atau 
penyambungan kontrak kepada mana-mana syarikat untuk membuat aktiviti kuari baharu di 
Gunung Kanthan, seperti yang tular dalam media sosial. 


Beliau berkata, ini kerana syarikat pengusaha kuari sedia ada belum mengemukakan sebarang 
perancangan untuk mengusahakan bukit C dan D di gunung tersebut kepada Jabatan Mineral 
dan Geosains (JMG) Perak malah akan mengekalkan usaha konservasi flora dan fauna yang 
telah wujud di kawasan berkenaan. — Getaran, 14 Jun 2021 
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Cement company wins appeal to evict 
century-old Perak monastery 


The Court of Appeal also rejected an application by the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves 
Monastery for a stay of execution pending an appeal to the Federal Court. 


FMT Reporters - 08 Sep 2023, 9:12pm 
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(APMC) has won an appeal to evict a century-old Buddhist monastery 


located on land in Gunung Kanthan, Perak. 


A three-member bench of the Court of Appeal said the monastery had 


failed to raise any triable issue to prevent the grant of order. 


Stay up-to-date by following FMT's Telegram channel FMT 


The bench, comprising Justices Azizah Nawawi, See Mee Chun and Zaini 
Mazlan, later also rejected an application by the monastery for a stay of 


execution pending an appeal to the Federal Court. 


In the appeal heard online earlier this week, the bench accepted the 
company’s argument that as registered owners they were entitled to 


succeed in a summary application for possession. 


The case had begun in January last year when the company sought a High 
Court order in Ipoh for the eviction of all squatters from Lot No. 46497 in 


Hulu Kinta where Gunung Kanthan is located. 


Gunung Kanthan is one of the last 12 remaining limestone hills in the 
Kinta Valley National Geopark which is home to some endangered species 


of flora and fauna like the bent-toed geckos. snow-white orchids and 
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APMC said in its application that it had leased a 146.4-hectare plot of land 


from the state for quarrying. 


a z | z Ca. me 


Monks of the Dhamma Sakyamuni Caves Monastery with members of their legal team. (Kinta Valley 
Sakyamuni Caves Monastery Facebook pic) 
However, the monastery’s management contested the application, 
contending that the company could only occupy a small portion of the 
land as the monastery’s monks have resided and occupied the area for 


more than 100 years. 


They also asked for the application to be dismissed as the company had 
suppressed material evidence in their application by not disclosing to the 


court the fact that the land was occupied by the monastery. 


The company’s application was dismissed in October last year by judicial 
commissioner Bhupindar Singh. He said the monastery had 
demonstrated that they were not squatters and had a strong arguable 


defence to the eviction. 
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Nahendran Navaratnam appeared for APMC while Chan Kok Keong 


represented the monastery. 
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100-year-old Buddhist monastery in Perak faces 
eviction after losing court battle 


By New Straits Times - September 9, 2023 @ 6:40pm 


f Trending iO): E* crash: Aircraft accident preliminary report © NATION Elmina Crash: Beechcraft occu 


| MORE NEWS 
e 57-year-old woman loses RM381,950 in phone scam 


e Behind enemy lines: 100-year-old Sabahan speaks of his time as a secre 
136! 


e Buddhist devotees celebrate Wesak Day despite Covid-19 fears 


e High Court acquits 35-year-old clerk facing gallows for drug trafficking 
According to the report, Gunung Kanthan is one of the last 12 remaining limestone hills in the Kinta \ 


home to several endangered species of flora and fauna such as the bent-toed geckos, snow-white o! 


The report said some 80 per cent of the hill has already been cleared for quarries. 


In its application. the cement manufacturer said it had leased a 146 4-hectare plot of land from the < 
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Abbot of century-old Perak Buddhist monastery no 
moving out, will continue fight 


By - September 15, 2023 @ 11:54am 


fi MALAYSIA DHAMMA SAKYAMUNI MONASTE 
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It was reported that the monastery would have to make way soon after the Court of Appeal granted i 
to evict the institution. 


Associated Pan Malaysia Cement (APMC) won its appeal after the company sought a High Court or 
the eviction of all squatters from the land, located at Lot No. 46497 in Hulu Kinta here. 


Chiong added that he hoped the monastery would continue its religious practice peacefully, and the 
quarry in the existing areas (Zone A and B) and pursue a profit-making business. 
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Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery (Caves Monastery) abbot Dr Chiong Sai Tin said that there are between 
they would fight until a win-win solution is reached. - Pic courtesy of Dhamma Sakyamuni ( 


"The state government should intervene. The state government has promised the monastery not to 1 
on Dec 17, 2020, or to declare the untouched portion of Gunung Kanthan (Zone C and D) as natural ¿ 


"We want the state government to officially recognise the Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery 
worship," he said. 


He added that this matter should also be addressed by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim wh 
parliament and urged the state government to fulfil their promise. 


Having a unique karst (limestone area) ecosystem and having been identified as one of the most im 
conservation, parts of Gunung Kanthan have already been destroyed, namely Areas A and B, while A 
critically endangered flora and fauna, are still intact. 


Among the endemic flora species found in the area categorised as critically endangered are Meiogy: 
kanthanensis and Vatica kanthanensi. 


While the endemic fauna categorised as critically endangered are a prehistoric spider, Liphistius kan 
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THEY DIDNT 
STAND A CHANG 


THE Elmina plane crash was 'not survivable’, 
a preliminary report says. It also rules out 
pilot incapacitation, engine failure and a bird 
strike as causes. Experts, however, say the 
fact that the report pays greater attention 

to the flight control systems indicate a 
mechanical issue may have been at play. 
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g THE Court of Appeal ruled on Sept 5 

Monks won t in favour of a cement manufacturer 
that is seeking to quarry the area. 
bud e But the abbot is adamant that the 


NST WISHES READERS è monks will remain in the century-old 
SELAMAT HARI VOW to fight mountain monastery until a win-win 


solution is reached. 
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Get set for riveting 
Malaysia Day show 
STADIUM Perpaduan HAYS DUAN SAKYAMUNI MONASTERY 


in Kuching will bat ae 


host numerous 


performances and 
thousands of guests, 
including the PM and 
Sarawak premier. 
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GUNUNG KANTHAN MONASTERY FIGHTS ON 


Abbot says monks will stay put until 
win-win solution is reached 


ZAHRATULHAYAT MAT ARIF 
IPOH 


news@nst.com.my 


CENTURY-OLD Bud- 

dhist monastery in Gu- 

nung Kanthan here is 

not giving up hope and 
will continue its fight to stay and 
preserve the place despite the 
Court of Appeal granting a ce- 
ment manufacturer the right to 
evict the institution. 

Malaysia Dhamma Sakyamuni 
Monastery (Caves Monastery) ab- 
bot Dr Chiong Sai Tin said there 
were between 15 and 20 monks 
staying in the cave and they 
would fight until a win-win so- 
lution is reached. 

“The next legal action will be 
taken care of by our legal team. 

“Never would we move out. We 
will continue our religious prac- 
tice until a solution is found that 
benefits all parties,” he told the 
New Straits Times. 

It was reported that the 
monastery would have to make 
way soon after the Court of Ap- 
peal granted a cement manufac- 
turer the right to evict the in- 
stitution. 

Associated Pan Malaysia Ce- 
ment won its appeal after the 
company sought a High Court or- 
der in Ipoh in January last year 


for the eviction of all squatters 
from the land, located at Lot No. 
46497 in Hulu Kinta here. 

Chiong added that he hoped 
the monastery would continue its 
religious practice peacefully, and 
the cement factory would con- 
tinue to quarry in the existing 
areas (Zone A and B) and pursue a 
profit-making business. 

"I hope both parties agree on a 
win-win solution,” he said, adding 
that the state government should 
interfere in this issue as Gunung 
Kanthan has been listed as one of 
the 19 limestone hills in the Kinta 
Valley National Geopark. 

Chiong added that the state 
government had promised the 
monastery between 2013 and 
2020 that the cement manufac- 
turer would not disturb the sa- 
cred site. 

“The state government should 
intervene. The state government 
has promised the monastery not 
to renew the lease when it expires 
on Dec 17, 2020, or to declare the 
untouched portion of Gunung 
Kanthan (Zone C and D) as nat- 
ural and cultural national her- 
itage. 

“We want the state government 
to officially recognise the Malaysia 
Dhamma Sakyamuni Monastery 
in Gunung Kanthan as a place of 
worship.” 


Abbot Dr Chiong Sai Tin wants the state government to officially recognise the Malaysia Dhamma 


Sakyamuni Monastery in Gunung Kanthan as a place of worship. pic COURTESY OF MALAYSIA DHAMMA SAKYAMUN 


MONASTERY 


He added that this matter 
should also be addressed by 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim, who is also Tambun 
member of parliament, and 
urged the state government to 
fulfil their promise. 

Having a unique karst (lime- 
stone area) ecosystem and hav- 
ing been identified as one of the 
most important karsts in Perak 


for conservation, parts of Gu- 
nung Kanthan have already 
been destroyed, namely Areas A 
and B, while Areas C and D, 
which are home to critically en- 
dangered flora and fauna, are 
still intact. 

Among the endemic flora 
species found in the area cate- 
gorised as critically endangered 
are Meiogye kanthanensis, Gym- 


ELDEST BOY TAKES CHARGE 


Kids orphaned by m-cycle crash 


SUNGAI PETANI: There is nothing 
more important for Muhammad 
Amirul Ikhwan, 17, than working 
hard and to pass his Sijil Pela- 
jaran Malaysia (SPM) examina- 
tion next March with flying 
colours. 

All that he wanted was to make 
his parents proud and to set a 
good example for his three 
younger siblings. 

However, things took an abrupt 
turn when his parents, Muham- 
mad Ridzwan Salleh, 42, and Ros- 
mawati Ismail, 39, were killed in a 
crash at Km87 of the PLUS Ex- 
pressway near Gurun on Thurs- 
day evening. 

The tragedy left Amirul and his 
siblings, Muhammad Alif Irfan, 
15; Nurin Alya Iwanie, 12; and 
Muhammad Ridz Danial, 5, or- 
phaned. 


“I will have to be strong for my 
siblings. I will focus on preparing 
for SPM while looking after my 
siblings, especially Danial. 

“My siblings will stay with me. I 
will look after them with the help 
of our relatives,” Amirul said at 
the Sultan Abdul Halim Hospital 
(HSAH) mortuary, where a med- 
ical examiner was carrying out a 
post-mortem examination on his 
parents’ remains. 

In the 2pm incident, Ridzwan, a 
soldier with the rank of corporal 
attached to the Hobart Camp in 
Jeniang, was riding his Benelli 
TNT 600cc machine to visit Ros- 
mawati’s mother, Jamaliah Saad, 
60, who was undergoing dialysis 
treatment at HSAH, 

Ridzwan lost the control of his 
motorcycle and crashed into the 
rear of an army truck. 


The machine caught fire in the 
crash and the couple crashed into 
the truck’s cargo bay. 

Ridzwan, who also suffered 
burns, died on the spot. Ros- 
mawati died two hours later at 
HSAH. 

Amirul, a student of SMK Batu 
5, Jeniang. was attending addi- 
tional classes in school when he 
was told of the tragedy. 

“My mother always reminded 
me not to skip my prayers and to 
look after my siblings if anything 
happened to her. 

“It never crossed my mind that 
both of my parents would be gone 
forever in an instant. 

"I can't find words to describe 
how devastated we are, but I will 
have to pull myself together for 
my siblings.” 

His daunting task now is to 
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Muhammad Amirul Ikhwan with his younger siblings waiting to claim 


nostachyum kanthanensis and 
Vatica kanthanensi. 

The endemic fauna categorised 
as critically endangered include a 
prehistoric spider, Liphistius 
kanthanensis, and a lizard called 
Cytrodactylus guakanthanensis. 


Page 1 pic: The Dhamma 
Sakyamuni Monastery in 
Gunung Kanthan, Chemor. 


their parents’ remains at Sultan Abdul Halim Hospital in Sungai 
Petani yesterday. Pic BY ZULIATY ZULKIFFLI 


calm his siblings, who are still 
shocked by the sudden passing of 
their parents. 

“Last night, Danial was a bit 
lost by what had just happened. 
He kept on asking about our par- 
ents. It will take a while for him to 
get used to the situation.” 

Amirul said his parents were a 


loving couple who really cared for 
them. 

His father, he said, was an avid 
superbike enthusiast. He said his 
mother always accompanied his 
father on riding trips. 

The couple were buried at the 
Segantang Garam Muslim Ceme- 
tery in Merbok yesterday. 


